
Vocabulary Activity

Complete the following vocabulary exercise on another sheet of paper.

Imagine that you are researching the decline of civilizations for an arti-
cle in the encyclopedia. Using all of the following vocabulary words, explain
the decline of the Harappan civilization and of the Shang dynasty.

ancestors citadel planned communities

dynasty spirits oracle bones

nobles

Guided Reading Activity

After reading Chapter 5, you should be able to relate the contributions of the
Harappan civilization and of the Shang dynasty and explain why they declined.

1. Why do we know so little about eastern river valley civilizations?

2. How did the Indus River control the lives of the Harappan people?

3. Describe the planned communities of Harappa and Mohenjo-daro.

4. List three theories about the decline of the Harappans.

Vocabulary and Guided Reading Activities

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

by
 T

he
 M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill
 C

om
pa

ni
es

, 
In

c.

Name Date Class

Human Heritage 13

5
C H A P T E R Vocabulary and

Guided Reading Activities ?

1

2

2

3

leaf.jensen
Rectangle

leaf.jensen
Typewritten Text

leaf.jensen
Typewritten Text
20

leaf.jensen
Line

leaf.jensen
Rectangle

leaf.jensen
Rectangle

leaf.jensen
Rectangle

leaf.jensen
Rectangle

leaf.jensen
Signal Words



5. What evidence of the Harappan civilization has been discovered?

6. Why do we rely on legends to tell us about the early civilization of the Huang Ho valley?

7. Describe a city of the Shang dynasty.

8. Why did the Shang respect their ancestors and how did they demonstrate this respect?

9. What contributed to the decline of the Shang?

10. What were some of the gifts left to the world by the Shang dynasty?
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