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C H A P T E R Vocabulary and

Guided Reading Activities ?

Vocabulary Activity

Complete the following vocabulary exercise on another sheet of paper.

Imagine that you have been commissioned to write a chapter for a book
about ancient civilizations. Using all of the following vocabulary words,
write the paragraphs about Mesopotamia.

city-state artisans ziggurat

cuneiform scribe priest-kings

empire culture reform

reign

Guided Reading Activity

After reading Chapter 3, you should be able to describe the contributions of the
Sumerians and Babylonians to later civilizations.

1. Why did early civilizations develop in Mesopotamia?

2. List the ways in which the Sumerians controlled their physical environment.

3. Why did Sumerians set up governments?

4. Why did city-states go to war with each other?
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5. Why were priests important in Sumerian society and what was their role in the society?

6. Explain how Sargon I created the world’s first empire.

7. For what kinds of change is Hammurabi given credit?

8. Describe Hammurabi’s code of law.

9. List at least four contributions of Mesopotamian civilizations.

10. What number did the Mesopotamians base their number system on? What are some of
the results that are part of our daily life today?
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C H A P T E R Vocabulary and

Guided Reading Activities (continued)
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